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Russia as a Pilot Case of an Infrastructure-Based
Sociology of Digital Self-Determination Practices

Today, a number of high-profile initiatives across the
globe are concrete implementations of the “digital
sovereignty” principle: i.e. the idea that states should
“reaffirm” their authority over the Internet and protect
their citizens, institutions, and businesses from the
multiple challenges to their nation’s self-determination in
the digital sphere.

This lecture explores how the concept of (digital)
sovereignty can be studied via the
infrastructure-embedded “situated practices” of various
political and economic projects which aim to establish
autonomous digital infrastructures in a hyperconnected

world.

Francesca Musiani is an
associate research professor at
the French National Center for
Scientific Research (CNRS) since
2014. She is Deputy Director of
the Center for Internet and
Society of CNRS, which she
co-founded in 2019. She is also
an associate researcher at

the Center for the sociology of
innovation (i3/MINES
ParisTech) and a Global Fellow
at the Internet Governance
Lab, American University in
Washington, DC.

Francesca’s research work
focuses on Internet
governance, in an
interdisciplinary perspective
merging information and
communication sciences,
science and technology studies
(STS) and international law.
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