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Mireille Hildebrandt is a 
Research Professor on 
‘Interfacing Law and 
Technology’ at Vrije 
Universiteit Brussels (VUB), 
appointed by the VUB 
Research Council. She is 
co-Director of the Research 
Group on Law Science 
Technology and Society studies 
(LSTS) at the Faculty of Law 
and Criminology. She also 
holds the part-time Chair of 
Smart Environments, Data 
Protection and the Rule of Law 
at the Science Faculty, at the 
Institute for Computing and 
Information Sciences (iCIS) at 
Radboud University Nijmegen.

Her research interests concern 
the implications of automated 
decisions, machine learning 
and mindless artificial agency 
for law and the rule of law in 
constitutional democracies.
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In this talk Mireille Hildebrandt will reflect on what it 
means to develop legal norms to constrain the 
development, provision and deployment of 
computational systems. Legal norms are text-driven, 
whereas computational systems are driven by code and 
data. The integration of code- and data-driven systems in 
law (advanced legal search, prediction of judgment, rules 
as code) will be the litmus test of ‘regulating AI’.

Can ground-breaking legislation such as the proposed 
EU AI Act help to prevent legal systems from being 
turned into computational engines that decide the 
interpretation and application of the rules we live by?
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