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Regulation for a More Democratic Internet: Lessons 
from Communications Regulation & Antitrust Law
 
The purpose of this talk is to address the steady stream of 
public policy that has been taking shape in one country 
after another with respect to Internet regulation, 
including in the member countries of the European 
Union, Canada, the United States, Australia, China, etc. 
Much of this discussion is being driven and framed by 
analogies to media policy and broadcasting regulation. In 
this lecture I will argue that this framing is too 
constrained and its time frame too short. I will argue that 
we should look to the much longer history of 
communications regulation and antitrust law whose 
origins reach back into the late-19th Century. This view 
offers a more powerful policy framework and regulatory 
toolbox. It also addresses concerns with markets, politics, 
power, and the normative principles that underpin the 
relationship between communication, capitalism and 
democracy in a manner that is arguably superior to 
broadcasting regulation & media policy. 
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