
THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE AND THE SAFETY OF JOURNALISTS

Committee of Ministers’ Recommendation CM/Rec(2016)4 to member States on the 

protection of journalism and the safety of journalists and other media actors
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Council of Europe portal site – safety of journalists

Platform to promote the protection of journalism and safety of journalists

2019 Annual Report by Partner Organisations to the Platform

Expert study – How to address current threats to journalism?

Book - Journalism at risk

Since 2015:

592 alerts in 39 countries

26 journalists killed

Currently:

19 cases of impunity

120 journalists in detention

European Court of Human Rights

Huseynova v. Azerbaijan

Mazepa & others v. Russia

Khadija Ismayilova v. Azerbaijan

General requirements (prosecutions and 
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CM/Rec(2016)4 – Full text

CM/Rec(2016)4 - Implementation strategy

Legislative framework, independent and 
substantive periodic review of laws and practices
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https://www.coe.int/en/web/freedom-expression/safety-of-journalists
https://www.coe.int/en/web/media-freedom/home
https://www.coe.int/en/web/media-freedom/annual-report
https://www.ivir.nl/publicaties/download/Current_threats_journalism.pdf
https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=0900001680706afe
https://www.echr.coe.int/Pages/home.aspx?p=home
http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=001-172661
http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=001-184660
http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=001-188993
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=09000016806415d9
https://www.coe.int/en/web/freedom-expression/implementation-of-recommendation-cm/rec-2016-4

