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European Audiovisual Observatory

Strasbourg, France

Transparency in the European Audiovisual sector through the 

 provision of information services to audiovisual experts
According to its Statute, "the aim of the European Audiovisual Observatory shall be to improve the transfer of information within the audiovisual industry, to promote a clearer view of the market and a greater transparency.  In doing so, the Observatory shall pay particular attention to ensuring reliability, compatibility and comparability of information". 

The Observatory's task is therefore clearly defined: to improve the transfer of, and access to, information.  Achieving this means developing and providing information services in whichever formats audiovisual specialists need them most. 

The Observatory has adopted a pragmatic definition of its working area, the audiovisual sector.  It focuses on: Film, Television, Video/DVD and the expanding field of Multimedia. For these four sectors, the Observatory provides information on legal questions and developments as well as information about the markets and their financing.

As for the geographical reach, the Observatory monitors, records and analyses developments in its Member States and on the European level.  Under certain circumstances, non-European countries relevant to Europe are included as well.

The various stages involved in providing information include the systematic collection, documentation and processing of information and data, and their dissemination to users.

The services offered by the Observatory can be divided into five groups:

- Print Publications, 

- Online Publications,

- Online Services,

- Databases and

- Conferences and Workshops.

The Observatory's work relies heavily on international and national information sources and their contributions of the relevant information.  The Observatory Network was established for this purpose.  It is composed of partner organisations,special information providers and correspondents.  In accordance with the various information needs, the Observatory Network is structured differently for each individual area of the Observatory's work.
The primary target groups for Observatory services are audiovisual experts, including decision-makers in the various national ministries responsible for media, the relevant press officers of related public administrative bodies, journalists, scientists, researchers, lawyers and consultants.
The European Audiovisual Observatory was established in December 1992. It belongs to the Council of Europe as an "enlarged partial agreement".  Its premises are in Strasbourg, France.  Its activities supplement the Council of Europe's work in the media field, particularly that of the Media Division and Eurimages.

The Observatory's membership currently comprises 35 European States and the European Community, which is represented by the European Commission.  Each Member appoints one representative to the Executive Council. The Observatory is funded partly by membership fees and partly through profits from the sale of its products and services.

The Observatory is headed by its Executive Director

It works according to an annual Action Plan that is drawn up on the basis of recommendations of the Advisory Committee, which comprises mainly representatives of the European professional organisations in the audiovisual sector. 
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